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SUBJ: SADAT ON HIS TALKS WITH ASSAD 

1 . MET WITH SADAT TODAY IN ISMAILIA. HE HAD 
RETURNED FROM DAMASCUS ONLY A FEW MINUTES BEFORE. 

ASKED HOW HIS VISIT HAD GONE, SADAT SAID IT HAD GONE WELL, 

BUT FEW DETAILS HE PROVIDED SUGGEST NO MEETING OF THE 
MINDS EMERGED. 

2. SADAT REITERATED THAT HE HAD HAD FIVE HOUR MEETING 

WITH ASSAD YESTERDAY AND DINED LAST EVENING WITH ASSAD AND 
LATTERS'S FAMILY. THEY HAD HAD FURTHER TALKS THIS 
MORNING BEFORE DEPARTURE. ASSAD, HE SAID, DISAGREES 
WITH HIM ON SADAT'S INTENTION GO TO JERUSALEM. ASSAD 
BELIEVES NOTHING WILL COME OUT OF SUCH A VISIT AND THAT IT 
WILL SIMPLY HURT ARAB CAUSE. HE, SADAT, HAD TOLD ASSAD 
THAT HE DOES NOT SHARE THAT VIEW. WHILE RECOGNIZING 
RISKS IN SUCH A TRIP, HE WAS HOPEFUL THAT ISRAELIS 
MIGHT BE "PUT IN A CORNER" AND PEACE PROCESS FURTHERED. 

HE AND ASSAD HAD IN EFFECT AGREED TO DISAGREE. SADAT 
OPINED THAT ASSAD HAS CHANGED SINCE SINAI II. HE IS 
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NOW TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON BA'ATH PARTY AND HAS LOST ANY 
FLEXIBILITY HE MIGHT ONCE HAVE HAD. IN HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE, SADAT HAD PUBLICLY 
NOTED THAT HE AND ASSAD DISAGREE ON THE MATTER OF HIS 
GOING TO ISRAEL. 

3. ASKED FOR HIS IMPRESSION ON HOW ASSAD VIEWS POSSIBLE 
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GENEVA CONFERENCE, SADAT SAID ON THIS, TOO, HE AND THE 
SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAD DISAGREED. SADAT HAD URGED THAT 
SYRIANS DESIST FROM PROCEDURAL HAGGLING AND JOIN EGYPTIANS 
IN LOOKING FOR WAYS TO GET TO GENEVA SOONEST. ONLY IN 
THIS WAY COULD SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES BE TACKLED. ASSAD 
REMAINED UNCONVINCED AND CONTINUED TO INSIST UPON PRIOR 
COMMITMENTS BEFORE AGREEING TO GO TO GENEVA. SADAT HOPED 
ASSAD WOULD RECONSIDER HIS POSITION. WHETHER OR NOT ASSAD 
DOES SO, SADAT SAID HE WILL CONTINUE HIS EFFORTS TO DISPENSE 
WITH PROCEDURAL HAGGLING AND GET TO GENEVA WITHOUT DELAY. THIS 
WAS PRINCIPAL REASON FOR HIS UPCOMING TRIP TO ISRAEL. 

4. THIS WAS EXTENT OF HIS COMMENTS ON HIS TALKS WITH ASSAD. 

EILTS 

NOTE BY OC/T: EXDIS CAPTION ADDED PER S/S-O - MS WEINLAND. 
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